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The Recognition and Attitude About the Occupational Diseases and Hazard
Haterials in the Organic Solvent Related Workers

Gwan Hyeong Yi, M_A,, Kyung-young Rhee, M_A.

Industrial Medicine Laboratory
Industrial Health Resesrch Institute
Korea Industrial Safety Corporation

34-4, Koosan-dong, Buk-Ku, Inchon 403-120, Korea

- Abstract -

We interviewed randomly selected 312 workers from 3,505 workers who
exposed to organic solvents in Inchon and Boochun.  The interview was
carried out from September Ist to October 30th, We asked whether they
recognize hazard materials and occupational diseases in their workplace,
whether 9 symptoms appeals frequently by the organic solvent exposed
workers present, how many times they use health service due to the
symptoms, and whether they know occupatonal health law related system,

The results of the interview are :
1. The characteristics of objectives are mostly men{(82. 2%), 20-30 years

01d(72%), and high school graduates(59.3%). They worked in painting(34,0%),



printing(18.9%), gluing(15.1%), mixing(19.2%), cleaning(8.3%) and other
things(4.5%). 49.7% of all were employed less than 3 years.

2. 47(15.1%) of 312 workers said they received health education, and
253(81. 3%) workers realized the necessity of the health education,

3. The supply of preventive device are very high({84.6%} in the work places.
Even if 73.1% of workers said that they were exposed to hazard factors,
only 27.3% used preventive device all the time,

4. Headache(53.2%) is a highly appealed symptom among 9 symptoms,
260(83.3%) workers appealed for more than one symptom, and 249(79, 8%) said
the symptoms were appealed during and after the work.

5. Although more than 50% of workers experienced their symptoms seriously,
only 67(25.7%) of 260 workers visited the health service clinics. 6 of 67
workers were satisfied with treatment of the health service clinics.

6. More than 70% of workers did not know about law of preventive device,
ventilatory equipments device, of measurement of work-environment, and of

special health diagnostics,

Key word: Hazard facters, Occupational diseases, Symptoms, Health service

clinics, Occupatconal health law
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