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Abstract

The Status of Occupational Accidents
and Protection Measures for Road

Freight Transport Workers

Objectives

Recently, occupational accidents of road freight transport workers
(hereinafter referred to as ‘RFTWSs’) have emerged as a social issue,
and new regulations on the protection of RFTW—drivers who transport
cargos such as import/export containers, cement, steel, and dangerous
materials to their own vehicles —was newly added to the Occupational
Safety and Health Act (OSH Act) in November, 2021. However, the
OSH Act has limitations. First, the OSH Act specifies that RFTWs
protected by the law are limited to those who transport only some
types of freight such as import/export containers, cement, steel, and
dangerous materials. However, the RFTWs transporting such types of
freight constitute less than 20% of the total workers in the road freight
transport sector. Second, the OSH Act stipulates the condition that the
law applies only to those who earn more than half of their income
mainly in a single workplace. However, this condition is difficult to

satisfy because freight transportation contracts involve contracts with
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various entities such as shippers, trucking companies, and freight
brokers (freight forwarders). Finally, the person or business who has an
obligation to protect RFTWs (as the place of business to which they
belong to, the trucking company) does not coincide with the person or
business who actually has the authority to protect them (the place of
business for which they transport goods, the consignor/consignee).
Therefore, to effectively prevent occupational accidents in the road
freight transport industry, it is necessary to amend the OSH Act so that

the law will properly reflect the current status of the field.
Method

In this study, the types of employment, types of labor provided, and
safety and health status of workers in the road freight transport
industry were examined and analyzed based on previous studies,
literature, and survey data. In addition, a survey and interviews were
conducted among road freight transport workers, managers or persons
concerned of trucking companies to which truck drivers belong, and
managers or persons concerned of businesses for which truck drivers
transport goods in order to collect opinions on methods to protect road

freight transport workers from occupational accidents.
Results

Analysis results showed that i) workers working under freight
transportation contracts do not have a high level of income dependence
on a single place of business, ii) workers driving 5-ton cargo trucks or
larger ones with a higher load capacity are at a higher risk of

occupational accidents, and iii) an increased risk of occupational
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Abstract W

accidents is also associated with the following types of work: driving,

freight loading and unloading, and load securing.
Conclusion

Based on the study results, measures to protect RFTWs were
suggested as follows. First, it is suggested to provide guidelines for the
protection of RFTWs. The main contents of the guideline need to
contain following three suggestions: i) abolishment or relaxation of the
condition that the OSH Act is only applicable to RFTWs who earn more
than half of their income in a single workplace, ii) imposition of an
obligation to protect RFTWs upon shippers and consignors (consignees)
that actually use their labor, ii) specifically, safety and health measures
to protect RFTWs and methods for the improvement of safety and
health education. Second, RFTWs of 5—ton cargo trucks or larger ones,
who were found to be vulnerable to occupational accidents, should also
be covered by the OSH Act. Third, it was proposed to legally stipulate
that freight brokers and freight forwarders shall have an obligation to
cooperate regarding the provision of information on the freight and the
creation of a fund for occupational safety and health. Fourth, it was
suggested to create rest facilities and implement the operation of
health promotion programs to protect the health rights of workers in
the road freight transport industry. Lastly, the main contents of ILO
Guidelines on the promotion of decent work and road safety in the
transport sector, 2019 were described, and implications of I[LO

Guidelines for the establishment of national policies were discussed.
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Key words

road freight transport worker, RFTW, cargo truck driver, road freight
transport business, workers in special types of employment, safety and
health, occupational accident, fatal accident, status survey,

Occupational Safety and Health Act
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