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The improved system of medical examination

program for Korean workers

Yangho Kim, Jungsun Park, Kyoo-Sang Kim, Kyeongsook Choi

Occupational Disease Diagnosis and Research Center
Industrial Health Research Institute
Korea Industrial Safety Corporation
34-6 Kusan-dong, Bupyeong-ku, Incheon 403-120, Korea

—Abstract-

At the present system, at the time of employment and thereafter, nearly all
workers who are employed by the factories of mor than 5 employees are
subject to mandatory regular medical examination program supplied by
employers.

Under regular medical examination program, mass screening based on
laboratory tests has been done periodically by physicians outside of the
workplace for more than 30 years. And the mandatory regular medical
examination program has played the major and principal role in total
occupational health service system in Korea. But, there have been different
kinds of large-scale outbreaks of occupational diseases (for example,
intoxications of carbon disulfide, mercury, lead, solvents, etc) in Korea during
last ten years and labor unions are issuing severe critics on the program in
recent years.

Hence urgent studies on medical examination program for workers were
necessitated. In this study, we reviewed the histories of medical examination
program applied for the workers placed in hazardous work environment and
compared the medical examination program with those of other countries, such
as Japan and Germany. We also made criticism on the program for

ineffectiveness and not making big role for prevention of occupational disease



in early stage. Thus we strongly suggested to change to be effective in
cost— and medical examination wise. Finally, the core of the imporved system
for medical program for Korean workers is as follows.

1. the flexibility are maximized

2. the guidelines are provided to keep pace with industrial development and
the advance of academic knowledge

3. the follow-up of the result of medical examination and feedback to the
improvement of working enivironment are emphasized.

4. temporay medical examination can be provided according to the complaint
of the workers

5. the participation and the right to know of worker are strengthened to

promote the trustship.
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